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Costumes receive finishing touches by Dramatic Club members. 


Brendans Scores First in 
Forensic Drama Contest 

First place honors in a Forensic drama competition were taken by 
Ester Fote (303) and Dorothy Villano (401) of Saint Brendans at 
Bishop Reilly High School on November 21. 

On November 28, St. Brendan's Forensic Team captured second 
place in a debate tournament at St. John's University. The over-all 
competition included seventy-six schools from seven states and the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia. 

Regina Crea (201) won first place in the extemperaneous speak¬ 
ing division, while Lillian Forget (202) and Kathy Jones (204) earned 

- second place in debate. The entire 

team merited a second place Sweep- 
stakes trophy awarded for over-all 
performance. 

The first of a series of novice de¬ 
bates was held on December 8 at St. 
Joseph’s College for Women and was 
followed by the State Qualification 
for Novices on December 12. They 
competed then, for the chance to take 
part in the State Championship de¬ 
bates at Albany sometime in April. 


Drama and Glee Clubs Combine 

11 ^ / - 

In its conqertrthi* ^ear, the Glee Club was accompanied by the Dramatics Club in presenting ‘The 

Song of Christifias^ Parents, teachers, and friends supported the clubs by attending the production on 
December 6th. j - 

The Glee GluJ? contributed the musical interpretation of the Christmas story, while the Dramatics Club 
enacted the xdibracter parts. As the scenes progressed from the Annunciation through the Childhood of 
Jesus, the tfiefiie was expressed by such well known carols as ‘Adoramus Te,' ‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel' 
and ‘We Tpree Kings.' 

Principal acting parts were filled by Victoria Kane (310) as Mary, Eileen D’Amelio (404) as Jo¬ 
seph, Maureen Clancy (406) as Caesar, Frances Scerbinski (204) as the Angel Gabriel, Maureen Timmons 
(206) as the Christ (jphild, Lynn - 

s^ p, lffi. a ( 3 te: e S Students Tie and Bundle 
£^2^“ In Parish Clothing Drive 

narrator. 

The Christmas spirit reflected 
the program as the Glee Club sang 
Christmas songs. Some of these 
were ‘T'was the Night Before 
Christmas,' ‘Mistletoe and Holly 
Bright,' ‘Silver Bells' and ‘Sleigh 
Ride.' 


School Prepares 
To Launch Sing 

Saint Brendans plans to stage its 
Fourth Annual Sing this Febru¬ 
ary. Originally conceived to en¬ 
courage school spirit, the Sing has 
become synonomous with original¬ 
ity, talent, creativity, and fun. 

The entire Sing is coordinated 
by Mrs. McNeil, with Sister Cecilia 
Madeline as Senior moderator; 
Sister Eugenio, Junior; Sister 
Patricia Maria, Sophomore; and 
Sister Dorothy Patricia, Fresh- 


Father Regan Leads 
Day of Recol lection 

Because of the postponement of the annual retreat, a Day of Re¬ 
collection was held on Wednesday, November 25 with Reverend John F. 
Regan, Priest-Counselor, conducting it. 

The day began with a conference for seniors and juniors at nine 
o'clock, and one for sophomores and freshmen at ten. Discussions in 
the classroom followed, presided over by assigned leaders. These leaders 
had been briefed on the topic to be discussed: Do you feel secure in 
God’s love? At 11:15, the entire student body attended Mass and par¬ 
ticipated as fully as possible on that day, according to the renewed 
liturgy. 


During the week of November 23rd, the parishioners of St. Bren¬ 
dans donated generously to the Thanksgiving Clothing Drive. This 
annual drive, sponsored by the Bishops of the United States, appeals for 
usable articles of clothing. 

This year, the collection of used clothing netted approximately 
three hundred bags, cartons, and boxes. On Wednesday, November 25th, 
Day of Recollection, the sophomores gave an hour of their time to the 

sorting of articles of clothing into 
men's and women's winter and 
summer clothing. After dismissal, 
between fifty and seventy girls of¬ 
fered their services to bundle and 
tie the clothing. Outstanding in 
their participation were Joanne 
Reynolds, Kathleen Murphy, San¬ 
dra Menchini, Valerie Sett, and 
Barbara Shand, all of 309. 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society 
collected the clothing and deliv¬ 
ered it to the main storehouse in 
the Bronx, where it was sorted. 


man. 


Furthermore, each year has se¬ 
lected two girl representatives. 
They are Linda Carlucci (203) 
(Continued on Page 4) 


Lorraine Captures Title 
As Miss Brendy 1964-65 

Lorraine Conversano (101) has been selected, Miss Brendy 1964-65, 
winning by a small margin over her two runners-up, Peggy Tiernan 
(202) and Jo-Ann Aloia (201). 

The other contestants were Linda Dellotto (203) Ann Petroski 
(102) and Angela Reidy (103). 

Under the direction of the campaign managers, Marie Brady (201), 
Mary Ross (202), Linda Carlucci (203), Aleta Sliwa (101), Linda 
Guercio (102), and Phillis Fus- 
caldo (103), each Senior class 
enacted a skit at an assembly, high¬ 
lighting their candidates qualities. 

On November 19 and 20, the cam¬ 
paign went into full swing. In or¬ 
der to solicit the largest amount 
of money, (since every penny 
counted as a vote), seniors, during 
the fourth and fifth periods, sold 
such foods as pizza, chow mein, 
lasagna, spaghetti, sandwiches, 
cakes and cookies. 

Lorraine was crowned Miss 
Brendy 1964-65 by Monsignor 
Egan during the intermission of 
the Christmas Cantata on Decem¬ 
ber 6. 


Classes Exhibit Originality In 
Christmas Decorations For Rooms 

‘It's Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas’—especially at Saint 
Brendans. With liturgical figures and symbols represented on bulletin 
boards, on windows, in corridors, and in the classrooms, one can't help 
realizing that Christmas will soon be here. 

Rushing to meet the posted deadline of December 15th, the girls 
take advantage of every possible moment to work on their decorations. 
Besides devoting their time at home to this assignment, they also invade 
the art room during and after school hours, if supervised by either Mrs. 

Chapentier or Mrs. Izzo. 

A new aspect added to the usual 
drawings and stained glass win¬ 
dows is the three-dimensional proj¬ 
ect. With initiative and ingenuity, 
the students can construct, in 
miniature form, religious themes 
modeled from materials such as 
cardboard, paper or wire. 

One class from each of the four 
scholastic years will be chosen as 
the winner from that group. The 
contest will be judged on orig- 
inalitv, and attractiveness. 


In the afternoon, the discussions 
were continued and at 1:30, a 
Bible Vigil concluded the day. This 
restored form of liturgical wor¬ 
ship can be adopted to the par¬ 
ticular needs of those attending, 
as it was in this instance. The com¬ 
munal prayers stressed the truth 
that God is not distant or indif¬ 
ferent ; rather His presence should 
always reassure and comfort us. 

Throughout the day confessions 
were heard by our own parish 
priests and by several priests from 
neighboring parishes. 



Father Regan leading Day of Re¬ 
collection. 



Winning candidate, Lorraine Conversano, shown during her campaign. 


Seniors Plan December 
i Starlight Cotillion ’ 

The Grand Ballroom of the Astorian Manor will be the scene of St. 
Brendans Senior Prom on December 28. This year the girls have chosen 
the ‘Starlight Cotillion' as their theme. 

Upon their arrival, they will be greeted by a few faculty members 
and chaperones. The couples will then dance to the music of Eddie 
Payne and his West Indians, while Junior hostesses prepare for the 
dinner and welcome late-comers. 

After a roast beef dinner, the traditional ‘Midnight March' will 
take place. Then a Prom Queen will be chosen. St. Brendans has a 
rather unique method of selecting a Queen. At her table, each girl finds 
a long-stemmed rose. During the 
Grand March, the flowers are 
placed under a colored light. One 
flower is specially treated, enabling 
it to change its color. The girl 
holding this flower is pronounced 
‘Queen of the Prom.' The last 
song is played and the Prom is 
over. 

On the following morning, the 
couples will meet in St. Brendans 
Lower Church for 8:00 Mass. 

Buses will then transport everyone 


to Bear Mountain. There, a day of 
skiing, sleighing, horseback riding 
and romping will be climaxed by a 
chicken dinner and a dance. 

The Prom Committee works un¬ 
der the guidance of Father Regan 
and consists of two girls from each 
Senior class. Rosemary Ruggierio 
of 203 is the chairlady. The com¬ 
mittee is responsible, for the en¬ 
tertainment, the limousine rates, 
and the favors. 
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Message from the Principal 

Sister John Berchmans 

'Our Lady is the Morning Star that heralds the Sun of Justice’ wrote Cardinal 
Newman. 

Readers of Stella Matutina thrilled to the scene of Our Lady with a broom in her 
hand, in our delicately beautiful Christmas pageant. 

Brendanites may imitate the Morning Star as they help with the Christmas clean¬ 
ing, as well as when they sing her Magnificat in the new Advent Liturgy. 

Today as we proudly reflect on the title with which Pope Paul honors her, Mother 
of the Church, we all look forward to a Marian Christmas, with the people of God united 
around the altar. Mother of God and 
Mother of the Church, our blessed Morn¬ 
ing Star will show us how to reach her 
Divine Son, by being gently strong and 
graciously humble, and by living in His 
presence and in the quiet security of His 
love. 

May the blessings of this Holy Season 
enrich the lives of all. 


.A D^fMVu* J A.W. 


anger 


our 


2Jwentu - '* 
2b iamon J JL 


)iamona ^rfours 

Where is today? It is in the present, a 
time between yesterday and tomorrow. 
What is today? It is yesterday's tomorrow 
and tomorrow’s yesterday. Today is a time 
to recall our past mistakes and formulate 
our future action. Today. A lull, quieting 
the storm on this sea of life. 

Today is a time of thought and discov¬ 
ery. Stop, think, discover. What have we 
been doing? Where are we headed, for? 
Has daily routine built a web around us 
which we are unable to penetrate? Have 
our goals been crushed by this 'age of 
rush? ’ 

Twenty-four diamond hours compose to¬ 
day, shining brightly in this abyss of life, 
precious and irreplaceable. How are we 
using these diamonds? Are we wearing 
down their luster by habit or are we tak¬ 
ing pains to polish them? 

Yesterday we were a day younger; to¬ 
morrow we shall be a day older. But just 
where are we today? 



A thatched roof precariously perched on a wooden frame affords little comfort 
to its royal occupants. But the Holy Family, together with humble shepherds and 
animals, finds comfort and warmth here. An angel on the roof directs all eyes toward 
the majestic scene. This is a Christmas manger. 

As a child I looked upon the angel as a bright, shiny toy that glowed in the dark¬ 
ness. Now, as an adult, I begin to realize the role of the angels in guarding us and 
adoring God. Guided by my baby hands, little animals would tumble and wander astray. 
Perhaps this is symbolic of us sinners who beguiled by innocent appearances leave the 
flock of Christ. 

. ." ' . ■ .-l: .: - I remember staring at the shepherds in 

their coarse garments, awed by their per¬ 
severance in kneeling at the foot of the 
manger. Now I know that it is for men 
like these that Our Lord created His 
Church. When I was a child I would fix 
the hay in the crib; today I shall fix its 
meaning of truth and life everlasting in 
my heart. 

C^liridtmad Qifts 

What do you think of when someone men¬ 
tions Christmas? Do you think of all the won¬ 
derful things that happen around December 
25? . . . swirling snow . . . Christmas shopping 
in glittering bustling department stores . . . 
transforming a drab pine tree into a sugar¬ 
plum picture out of fairyland . . . watching 
the up-turned faces of anxious little children 
as they scan the sky for a glimpse of Santa's 
reindeer. . . . 

And do you think, too, of the enchanted 
time called Christmas Eve, when you walk 
through the streets, covered with a diamondy 
mantle of moonlit snow ... to adore the new¬ 
born Saviour at Midnight Mass ... to ask 
His blessings . . . and to receive the abundant 
graces and merits, which the Baby Jesus, in 
His mercy, bestows upon us at Christmas. 


Isjau, Santa 


Spotlight on ♦ ♦ 


o <» 


Sonia m/or. 


I 


It is amazing that any active Brendanitc finds the time to participate in activities 
outside of school; still some few do manage it. Sonia Milfort is one of those few who 
possess something closely related to bi-location. 

Throughout her high school days Sonia has added her voice to the Glee Club, both 
in song and laughter. During her sophomore year her qualities of leadership became 
clearly evident. The students responded to this realization by electing Sonia to the 
office of Junior Vice-President of the Student Council. Being both \ ice-President of 
her senior class and a student representative, Sonia still is active in St. Brendans Stu¬ 
dent Council but her council activities have expanded considerably. Currently, as Pres¬ 
ident of the New York City District Association of Student Councils, she is planning 
and organizing the program for a Student Council Workshop. It is to be held at Xav- 
erian High School on December 19. 

'A girl with a mind of her own’ is one way of pharaphrasing Sonia Milfort. Her 

views are the views of a thinking teen. She 
quietly observes the world about her via 
newspapers, television, radio, and conver¬ 
sation, but she is not so quiet when discuss¬ 
ing the world. Dt*aw her into a discussion 
on civil rights, folk music, religion, or pol¬ 
itics and you will discover the keen, dis¬ 
cerning Milfort-mind. And no matter how 
'hot’ the debate becomes, Sonia shouts 
logically. 

Born in Haiti, now a naturalized citizen, 
Sonia could put some native American 
teens to shame by the interest she displays 
in learning about government. As a mem¬ 
ber of the Young Democratic Club she is 
able to learn more of the intricate work¬ 
ings of local politics and, at the same time, 
Sonia Milfort aid the party of her choice. This experience 



Think back to the Christmas when you were eight, nine or ten. That was the year 
when you weren’t quite sure. 

It’s impossible, you thought, for one roly-poly little man to deliver hundreds of 
toys in one night. Or is it? No brothers or sisters could fool you; those boxes under 
the beds and stuffed in closets were Mom and Dad’s surprise packages for under the 
tree. And how could such a jolly round man and his pack filled with dolls, trains and 
wonderful gadgets fit down a chimney that’s almost not there at all? 

Confidently, you marched to bed. You were not frightened by parental threats 
that there would be no presents at all for little girls who didn’t believe. Sure that every- 

-thing you had asked for was already 

wrapped and waiting, you began to drift 
off to sleep. 

That was when you heard it, or thought 
you did. A jingle of sleigh bells, the thump 
of reindeer’s hooves and a distant, 'ho, 
ho, ho,’ seemed to come from rooftops not 
too far away. So, with pounding heart, you 
ran to the kitchen and left milk and 
cookies with a note, 'For you, Santa!’ It 
was, of course, just to be safe. 

The next morning, ribbons laid aside and 
gifts on display, you were sure that there 
is no mysterious Saint Nick who makes 
his rounds each Christmas Eve. Eager to 
hide your weak moment of the night be¬ 
fore, you rushed to snatch the cookies. 
They were GONE! 

And so, you were sentenced to another 
year of doubt, suspicion, wonder and hope; 
another year when you were not quite sure, 
and just a little scared. 

will also be helpful to Sonia in college, for 
she is planning to major in political 
science. 

On Saturdays, Sonia dances at the 
Henry Street Playhouse. She is a student 
of modern dance. After her advanced danc¬ 
ing class, she oftens ushers for the dra¬ 
matic productions of the Playhouse. 

Sonia’s personality is a mixture of many 
elements. These combined make her a re¬ 
sponsible teen with an eye toward the 
future of America and the world. 


An infant's gaze 'neath a wondrous star . . . 

Singing carols in towns near and far . . . 

Snowflakes, white against winter's dark 
face . . . 

Love of all men regardless of race . . . 

Peace, and wonder, a fire to dream by . . . 

Children's smiles and the trust in their eyes 

While hopefully waiting for Santa's 
surprise ... 

Joys that linger and ring through the soul . . . 

These gifts are more precious than all earthly 
gold. 
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Club Encourages 
Creative Ability 

A group of nine students includ¬ 
ing seniors, juniors, and sopho¬ 
mores interested in creative writ¬ 
ing meet with Sister Theresa Im¬ 
maculate in 302 on alternate Fri¬ 
day afternoons. The purpose of 
the club, now in its third year, 
is primarily to encourage young 
writers and to assist them in im¬ 
proving the style and the content 
of their work. 

Thus far, four club members 
have had their efforts published 
in The Tablet . These girls are 
Norma Giuletti (301), Barbara 
Malley (401), Carolyn Paulin 
(201), and Diane Thilman (201). 
The National Essay Anthology and 
the National Poetry Anthology in¬ 
cluded the work of Carolyn Paulin 
(201) and Diane Thilman (201). 
Aside from those club members, 
other Saint Brendan students also 
had their poems published in the 
Anthology. This includes five girls 
from 2A2 and seven girls from 
2A5. 

The Creative Writers Club is 
now working on new material to 
submit to various Catholic mag¬ 
azines in hopes of expanding their 
scope of published works. 




Man Wages Constant 
War on Tube rculosis 

Consumption was one of the greatest killers of humanity in the 
1850’s. Having no cure, death was inevitable. Now, known as tuber¬ 
culosis, it can be cured. However, the cure was obtained only after a 
long, arduous struggle waged by dedicated men and women. 

Not until 1882, when Robert Koch discovered, and for the first time 
isolated, the tuberculin germ, did hope of a cure become a reality. 

About the same time, Edward Trundeau, an American doctor, upon 
learning that he was infected with the disease retired to Saranac Lake 
to spend his last days amid Nature’s beauty. The combination of good 
food, rest and fresh air, however, ered> including streptomycin now 


Lee Ann Norton’s agile guarding helped give the Alumnae the advantage 
over the Varsity in the season’s first game. 

Blue and White Begin 
Season With Triumph 

Even Friday the 13th couldn’t stem the Varsity’s spirit as they 
opposed Bishop McDonnell in their first game of the season. Maria 
Buono, Mary Ross, and Peggy Borsare made some fine plays, while 
Marie Brady demonstrated her unique ball handling. Dede Gallagher, 
Varsity’s promising sophomore, put into action some of her impressive 
passwork. The Blue and White topped McDonnell with a score 54-20. 

In an action-packed game against O.L.P.H., the Varsity was de¬ 
feated 37-36. Because of the team’s excellent techniques proved at the 
game, we are sure this will be a good year for our Varsity. 

On November 2, old time favorites returned to play the Varsity in 
the Annual Alumnae Game. The score of 19-17, in favor of the Alum¬ 
nae, proved that they weren’t losing their touch in their old age. 

The Junior Varsity was edged out in their first game, because of 
the height advantage of the home team, Mary Louis. But the junior 
team made a quick comeback playing over Catherine McAuley. The top 

scorer, Chickie O’Donnell, ringed 


soon arrested the germ. Completely 
cured, he turned his cabin into the 
first American hospital for the 
treatment of TB, so that others 
might benefit by his ‘rest cure.’ 

The next major advances were 
made in the years following World 
War II. Many drugs were discov- 


used with reasonable success. 

Today, through the contribu¬ 
tions of a generous public, the 
National Tuberculosis Association 
continues its research so that TB 
may one day be stamped out. Buy 
Christmas seals and help support 
this worthy cause. 



Christmas time is here once more 
Lets see what Santa has in store 
For all good Brendanites: 

M aterials for the Latin workshops 
E normous pains from the windows 
R eal lions Whiskers for 404 
R ooms for teachers to go to during discussions 
Y our delayed pizza party, 301. 

C losets to play in for 201 

H omework for the new Geometry teacher-student 
R ings for the girls in 202 
I nstruments to accompany the biology chorus 
S even sodas for one dime 
T wo left shoes for girls with two left feet 
M aids to clean up 203 
A nnual trips to the French Institute 
S olvable experiments for the problems in 410 

T en ticks for two tocks 

O riginal ‘Little Old Lady from Pasedena’ for 409 

A nimal eye glasses for 310 
L eft over lasagna 

L ots of good wishes to everyone 


19 points, with Anne McCarthy 
hauling in 18. The game ended in 
a tie, but in the last minute of 
the overtime period, we secured a 
46-43 win. 

Stella Members 
Attend Courses 

The annual School of Journalism 
for Catholic High School Students 
opened at Cathedral High School Oc¬ 
tober 16. Susan Malley (204), Paula 
Schuster, and Monica Surfaro, (both 
of 305), attended the classes which 
ran for seven consecutive Fridays un¬ 
til December 4. 

The weekly sessions were divided 
into two sections, each one hour in 
length; the first hour was devoted to 
a lecture by an outstanding member 
of the press; the second, to classroom 
workshops conducted by professionals. 
The workshop sessions covered the 
practical aspects of journalism: writ¬ 
ing the lead, the story, the interview, 
the feature, etc. 

Such guests as Mr. E. Mahar, City 
Editor of the New York Journal- 
American, Mr. Walter Cronkite, News 
Editor of CBS-TV, and Mr. Richard 
Coffey, a representative of Life Mag¬ 
azine, were among the lecturers who 
addressed the young journalists. 


In keeping with the Christmas spirit, our alumnae has taken a 
musical path. 

Mary Aiese, Carol Drobnicki and Sheila Reilly—all 1964 gradu¬ 
ates of St. Brendans—have just sold over 10,000 copies of their new 
record ‘Whenever a Teenager Cries,’ written by Ernie Mareska and 
released by World Artists of Pittsburg. Professionally the girls are 
known as ‘Reparata and the Del-Rons.’ 

Patricia Kenny (’57), employed as a secretary in the United Na¬ 
tions, is also a member of the U.N. Choir. Pat has just returned from a 
European tour with this choral group. 

A graduate of 1962, Margaret Coiro holds the position of secretary 
to the Assistant Vice-President at Grace National Bank, New York City. 

Better known as Sister Frances 

Going To The Hop? 


Rosaire of the Kentucky Domin¬ 
icans, Frances Belmonte (’59) has 
been given her first assignment and 
is now teaching Latin in a New 
Jersey high school. 

Scholastically we find Pat Asaro 
and Barbara Pearson both of (’62) 
on the Dean’s List at Marymount 
Manhattan College, and the Mis- 
cione sisters, Joanne (’63) and 
Maryellen (’61), Mary Jane Ore- 
fice (’63), Joyce Marchetta (’63), 
Pat Jordan (’61), Regina Shanley 
(’63), Joan Dornsief (’61), and 
Joan Hinde (’61) on the Dean’s 
List at St. Joseph’s. 

Organizations Display 
Spirit of Christmas 

The Halls of St. Brendans ring with 
busy excitement as the students pre¬ 
pare for Christmas. The clubs, plan¬ 
ning events, aim to prove there’s a 
great Christmas spirit among the 
girls. 

Guardian Angel, under the guidance 
of Srs. Eugenio and Joannes Maria, 
is planning their seasonal party for 
their catechism classes. It will be held 
in the Guardian Angel Hall where 
the children will enjoy a movie. Toys 
which have been donated by the Tele¬ 
phone Company will be distributed. 

The Art Club under the direction 
of Mrs. C'harpentier plans to decorate 
the art room using the theme ‘ Christ¬ 
mas Decorations for the Home.’ 

The dolls, toys and games, which 
the Mission Club under the direction 
of Sister Regina Catherine have col¬ 
lected, will bring many smiles to 
children of the poor parishes of down¬ 
town Brooklyn. 


Bring Along Pop 

Amid the pleasant fragrances of 
pine branches, dad received a 
chance to spend an evening with 
his daughter as well as a night out 
with the boys at the annual Holly 
Hop, December 12th. 

Beaming with pride, dad glides 
across the floor with his princess! 
He displays his dancing prowess 
by participating in the Elimina¬ 
tion, Multiplication, and Spotlight 
dances. Excitement runs high, too, 
in the Dance of the Bursting Bal¬ 
loon. 

‘ Stomach in, chest out, shoulders 
back, forward march!’ Why? The 
fathers are on parade to see who 
is the Jolly Mr. Giant and who is 
the Sunny Mr. Short. 

Christmas cheer was surely 
seen as the fathers and daughters 
danced together around the gaily 
decorated auditorium. 


Stella Staff 
Wishes All 
A 

Happy 

Christmas 



Barbara Harlin and Kathy Kaiser 
to Math Club members. 


Interscholastic League 
Welco mes M ath Club 

Newly established in Saint Brendans, the Math Club has been 
admitted as a member of the Interscholastic Math League of Brooklyn. 
By invitation only may a school gain entrance to the League. 

At present, the organization consists of fifteen high schools of the 
Diocese of Brooklyn. Five math contests are held annually with each 
member participating in four. Twelve schools compete in each contest 
while the three remaining schools withdraw from the competition. The 
host school, which makes up the test, is one of the three members that 

refrain from participating in the 
contest. 

On November 18, the following 
girls represented Saint Brendans 
in the first competition: Frances 
Conry (204), Marietta Gaeta 
(204), Barbra Harlin (201), Na¬ 
dine Holbrook (204), Kathleen 
Kaiser (203), Susan Kiernan 
(201), Pat McDonough (201), Re¬ 
gina Padronaggio (202), Emily 
Persico (204), and Pat Riddell 
(204). 

Each student receives an indi¬ 
vidual score and the first highest 
scores comprise the team score. In 
June, the team with the highest 
score will receive a trophy, as will 
the individual student with the 
highest score. 


point out the solution to a problem 
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Opportunities Abound 
For Holiday Fun in City 

Christmas vacation offers many opportunities for Brendanites to 
step out and see the town. Let’s take a whistle-stop tour of New York 
City right now. 

Exotic Chinatown is one of Manhattan’s famous tourist attractions. 
Here one can visit shops of rare Oriental foods, fascinating curios, and 
quaint toys. A good and reasonable Chinese restaurant is Bo-Bo at 20V 2 
Pell Street. (Y&s, that’s really the address.) 

Speaking of restaurants, Asti’s, the exclusive music-lovers 1 eatery,’ 
offers an unforgettable experience in atmosphere and fine cuisine. For 
those slimmer pocket-books, remember 'Chock Full of Nuts’ has a 
chain of good inexpensive eating centers. (Recently, luscious hamburg¬ 
ers have been added to the daily menu.) 

Next stop might be the new cul¬ 


tural heart of midtown Manhattan, 
Lincoln Center. This handsome 
group of buildings is located on 
Broadway and 64th Street. The 
Repertory Theater and Philhar¬ 
monic Hall face each other across 
the mall. Whether music is your 
pleasure or the theater your pref¬ 
erence, you’ll find the modern 
architecture of Lincoln Center a 


stimulating and welcome change. 

What about winter sports— 
sleigh-riding, skating, and the rest? 
Nothing is quite so exhilarating as 
a day of ice-skating at the world- 
famous Rockefeller Center. Cen¬ 
tral Park and nearby Prospect 
Park, also boast fine, reasonably 
priced skating rinks. If we have 
snow, sleigh-riding in these areas 
is fun, too. 


FASHIONS FOR WINTER! 




Future Teachers Learn 
About Lo ve in Classroom 

On December 4, the Future Teachers of America welcomed as their 
guest speaker, Sister Marylena, C.S.J., an eighth grade teacher at Our 
Lady of Victory school in Brooklyn. Sister began with a paradox from 
which she developed her theme: Love in the classroom. F.T.A. mem¬ 
bers were told that in order to be a good teacher, one must have 'a 
fervid love of all the people with whom you come in contact.’ Sister 
displayed drawings by her eighth grade students for the C.Y.O. com¬ 
petition. Among the paintings was one on the Resurrection of Our Lord 
which had been done by a boy who had recently lost his father. Her 
point was to impress upon future teachers the possibility and necessity 
of developing their students’ latent abilities. 

The second speaker was Mr. John Bottomley, a representative from 

the Grade Teachers Corporation. 
Mr. Bottomley demonstrated some 
new teaching apparatus used in 
the classroom. The modern flannel 
board is a miniature blackboard 
which allows glutinous objects to 
remain attached to it. The flannel 
board accomplishes two purposes. 
It’s a time-saver because the pic¬ 
tures eliminate chalk writing and 
describing. The second benefit is 
the clear and vivid view which the 
student is better able to retain 
through colorful pictures. After 
the demonstration, Mr. Bottomley 
expressed his admiration to all who 
had chosen teaching as a career. 


Toys donated by student body engulf Angela Angelone and Barbara 
Alivento of the Mission Club in their Christmas drive for the needy. 

Mr. Claus Reveals Hidden 
Personality to Reporter 

’Waay up North, midst glistening snow, mountained into huge drifts 
by the whistling winds, there lives a curious old man. This perennial 
denizen of the North Pole is called Santa Claus . . . Kris Kringle . . . 
Old Saint Nick. Of course, Santa is familiar as the Christmas character 
seen everywhere from greeting cards to street corners. 

Santa Claus means to us a jolly, plump, round old gentleman 
decked in that red and white suit. He is enveloped in a cloud of smoke 
from his pipe and his 'Ho, ho, ho, Merry Christmas’ fills the air. To 
children, he means the wondrous suspense of Christmas Eve and the 
mounds of gifts on the next morning. Though legends and stories are 
dedicated to this man, all he really 
represents to us 'oldsters’ is a 
quaint fable. 

Stella interviewed Santa Claus 
personally and this is his message 
to the world: ' Many of you don’t 
believe in me; you think I am just 
a figure representative of Christ- 
something jolly to beguile 


Just a Little 
Bit of Sugar 

To produce a motion picture 
combining wit, sentiment and mu¬ 
sical rendition is not an easy task. 
But Walt Disney has achieved all 
this in his production of 'Mary 
Poppins.’ 

Adapted from the books by P. L. 
Travers, 'Mary Poppins’ brings to 
the screen the drollest film in 
years. 

Mary Poppins, portrayed by 
Julie Andrews, is a rosy-cheeked 
London nanny with a flair for 
magic. She slides 'up’ banisters, 
ascends chimneys, succeeds in win¬ 
ning a horse-race on her carousel 
pony, and completely whisks the 
kiddies off into a fantasy land. 
Mary measures up to be 'just about 
perfect in every way.’ She brings 
'a little bit of sugar’ into the lives 
of all she encounters. 

'Mary Poppins’ has been ac¬ 
claimed by audiences throughout 
the country, and in the words of 
Father James Keller, 'is striking 
evidence of what the movie indus¬ 
try can do to inform, inspire and 
entertain moviegoers of all ages.’ 


my ups and downs. 



mas, 

little children. It may shock you, 
but I really do exist. Of course, 
I am not flesh and blood like the 
rest of humanity, but my spirit 
is the very heart of the Christmas 
season. You feel that little shiver 
running through you as the first 
snowflake falls or the church bells 
peal. I contribute to that intangi¬ 
ble part of Christmas—the joyous 
sharing we experience at this sea¬ 
son. ’ 

But after the hectic Yuletide 
has abated, what does poor Santa 
do? He does not hibernate and con¬ 
centrate on manufacturing next 
year’s toy crop, as we think. No, 
he goes about warming the hearts 
of a frigid world. 



Stella Publishes Summary 
Of Grad. Requirements 

To a freshman embarking on her first year of high school, gradua¬ 
tion is a subject far removed in thought and time. However, before she 
realizes it, it is her turn to step into the world. Mindful of the dilemma 
in which a girl might find herself, Stella publishes this brief resume 
of graduation requirements. 

An accumulated total of eighteen units is necessary. A unit is 
earned by the successful completion of a year’s study of a subject. A 
three-year sequence in one particular field is required. Regents diplomas 
are awarded in Language, Math and Science, and with Honor, de¬ 
pendent upon the curriculum pursued by each respective student. 

A student’s choice of activities is an aid in evaluating the qualities 
of leadership, sociability, and cooperation. A student with a high scho¬ 
lastic record and no membership 
in any extracurricular activity is 
less desirable than an average stu¬ 
dent who participates. 

Also, behavior in class is im¬ 
portant toward the personality 
evaluation. At the end of the sen¬ 
ior year, each girl must have her 
record card approved and signed 
by three faculty members. The im¬ 
portant issues on the record card 
are participation in school func¬ 
tions, extracurricular activities and 
the fulfillment of obligations. 


I’m really quite lovable if you’d 
give me a chance. 



Though I admit I’m not really right 
for romance. 


Forty prospective women-in-white from Saint Brendan’s Future 
Nurses Club visited Bellevue Hospital on November 18. In addition 
to touring classrooms and the nurses’ residence, the girls and their mod¬ 
erator, Sister Joseph Brendan, sat in on a Dietetics class and viewed a 
Neurological Ward. Later, they watched a film on Nursing as a Career. 

• # # 

The proceeds of the November 25th Y.C.S. Hootenanny will be 
used for club members’ summertime regional study. Entertainment at 
the song-fest was provided by Chris Fennemore, who joined with our 
Dramatics Club in two of its productions last year, and by Debbi Luongo 
and Dorothy MacDonald, both of 201. 

# * # 

The Brendanite cheerleaders for Saint Francis Prep, Lorraine 
Conversano (101), Fran DeNitto (103), Linda Madden (101), Margaret 
Moylan (101), Ann Petroski (102), Marie Thomas (203), Alice Wetjen 
(203) and Alita Sliwa (101), spurred the Terriers to victory over Iona 
in the League’s Championship Game. This is the fourth time Prep has 
snatched the big win, and the November 15 triumph was a decisive 
score of 35-6. 

# * * 

Saint Brendan’s played host on November 21 for a meeting of 
Brooklyn and Queens Sodalists. The day was divided into two parts, 
including celebration of Mass and a talk by Reverend William Fredrick¬ 
son on 'Living in the Spirit of Advent.’ Group discussions and a 
Bible Vigil followed. 


Library Shows 
Festive Face 

This year the Library Club under 
the guidance of Sister Celestine 
will experiment with a totally new 
formula which will result in very 
pleasing Christmas decor for the 
library. Sister hopes to transform 
the student librarians into candle- 
makers. 

The formula is simply this— 
Food + Chatter + Work = Can¬ 
dles. The library club will be di¬ 
vided into committees, some of 
whom will be charged with the 
coveted job of melting and mixing 
wax; some with the task of filling 
the molds, and some with the 
duty of baking refreshments. 
About ten librarians-turned-candle- 
makers will meet and work at a 
time. After these skilled crafts¬ 
men have completed their tasks 
they will display their work. 


Sing 


(Continued from Page 1) 
and Jane Wilkinson (201) repre¬ 
senting the Seniors; Carol Cox 
(302) and Patricia Kelly (302) as 
Junior representatives; Noreen 
Ferguson (306) and Maretta De 
Palma (308) representing the 
Sophomores; and Roseann Comito 
(404) with Eileen D’Amelio (404) 
as Freshman representatives. 


Well-groomed, well-paid, proud of her job — 
the girl who begins at 

Take a one-year or two-year course, become a responsible, well-paid 
private secretary or administrative assistant in an exciting field. 
Guidance. Placement service. Write for catalog H. Berkeley School, 
22 Prospect St., East Orange, N. J. 07017 • 122 Maple Ave., White 
Plains, N. Y. 10601 • 420 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y. 10017 
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